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Amendments to the Claims 

1. (Currendy Amended) A system for delivering a composition to a nasal membrane 
comprising: 

an applicator assembly having an elongated stick and an applicator 
at one end of the stick contained within an elongated container having an enclosed 
first portion for holding the stick, and an enclosed second portion for heWi»g 
encasing the applicator, wherein the elongated container can be severed to create 
adjacent open ends of the first and second portions thereby freeing the applicator; and 

a composition having a viscosity greater than about 1 ,500 
centipoise enclosed ad jacent the applicator, 

2. (Cancelled) 

3. (Currently Amended) The system of claim i i, wherein the composition 
gomprises an active substance compris es comprising at least one of zinc, a vitamin, a 
min e ral, a nucleic acid, an amino acid, a peptide, a polypeptide, a protein, a gene, a 
mutagen, an antiviral agent, an antibacterial agent, an anti-inflammatory agent, a 
decongestant, a histamine, an anti-histamine, and a moisturize r on anti all e rg e n, i S r 
allergy relief Gubotonoc, a homeopathic substonco^ a naturopathio aubstanoe, and a 
pha^a ao e utioal Gubstanc e. 

4. (Original) The system of claim 3, wherein the active substance is a 
decongestant conjiprising at least one of the following: zinc, oxymetazoline 
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hydrochloride, naphazoline hydrochloride, ephedrine, phenylephrine hydrochloride, 
xylomctaxoline hydrochloride, camphor, eucalyptus oil, menthol, and azulen. 

5 . (Currently Amended) The system of claim 3-3, wherein the composition 
having an active substrate fiirther comprises at least one of a carrier, a thickener, a 
permeation enhancer, a preservative, an emulsifier, and a buffer. 

6. (Original) The system of claim 5 having a carrier comprising glycerin. 

7 . (Original) • The system of claim 5 having a thickener comprising at least one 
of the following: glycerin, carrageenan, sugar, guar gum, methylcellulose, 
hydroxyethyl cellulose, carbohyclTate thickeners, aloebarbadensis gel, antiseptics, 
preservatives, permeation enhancers, sequestering agents, buffers, and emulsifiers. 

8. (Original)' The system of claim 5 having a permeation enhancer comprising at 
least one of the fdllowing: liposomes, sequestering agents, ascorbic acid, glycerol, 
chitosan, lysophosphotidylcholin, EDTA, and disodium EDTA. 

9. (Original) The system of claim 5 having a preservative comprising at least 
one of a benzalk0nium chloride and a benzyl alcohol. 

1 0. (Original) The system of claim 5 having an emulsifier comprising at least one 
of the following: glyccrolpolyethylene glycol ricinoleate, fatty acid esters of 
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polyethyleneglycoli ethoxylated glycerol, polyethylene glycol, and hydroxylated 
lecithin. 

1 1 . (Original) The system of claim 5 having an a buffer comprising at least one 
of a monosodium phosphate and a disodium phosphate. 

12. (CuirentlyiAmended) The system of claim 31 wherein the active substance is 
zino in a zino oompoi3ition oomprioing a zinc gluconate oonoontration in a range of 
about 0-9 to about,2.0 weight percent. 

1 3 . (CuirentlyiAmended) The system of claim 5 3 wherein the active substance is 
zinc in a zino comipoaition oompiising a zino oonoontration in a range of about 15mM 
1 5 mM to about 40*»M 40 rtiM. . 

1 4. (Cuir«itly Amended) The system of claim 1 2 wherein the ane 
composiHon further comprises about 90 to about 99.1 weight percent of a carrier. 

1 5. (Original)' The system of claim 14 wherein the carrier includes glycerin. 

1 6. (Original) The system of claim 1 2 wherein the zinc composition further 
comprises a thickener. 
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17. (Original) The system of claim 1 6 wherein ihe thickener is selected from the 
group consisting of: carbohydrate thickeners, carrageenan, sugar, guar gum, 
hydroxyethyl cellulose, and methylcellulose. 

18. (Original) The system of claim 4 wherein the zinc composition further 
comprises about A\ to about 0.10 weight percent methanol. 

19. (Original) iThc system of claim 12 fiirthw comprising a preservative. 

20. (Original) jUie system of claim 19 wherein the preservative comprises at least 
one of the following: bcnzalkoniura chloride and benzyl alcohol. 

2 1 . (Currently; Amended) An applicator assembly for delivering a composition 
having an active ^bstance to a nasal membrane comprising: 

, a sleeve having a handle portion at one end, a receptacle portion at 
the other end and la transition portion between the two ends wherein the transition 
,portion can be manually severed to separate the handle and receptacle portions of the 
sleeve; and 

I a swab having an elongated stick and an applicator element at one 
end of the stick contained within the sleeve wherein the applicator holds a 
composition having a viscosity sufliciont to maintain tho composition in contact with 
a nQDol mpmbrnn? f-^- "v^""^^nr^ pnrinH nf Hmn between about 1.500 centipoise and 
about 40>000 centipoisc . 
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22. (Currently j\mended) The applicator assembly of claim 2 1 , feffee? 
comprising an active substance selected from the group congistiTi g of zino, a vitamin, 
a nucleic acid, an dmino acid- a peptide, a p olypeptide, a protein, a gene, a mutagen, 
an antiviral agent, kn antibacterial agent, a n anti^inflammatorv agent, a decongestant, 
a histamine, an aniji-histamine. an d a moisturizer, 

I 

23. (Cancelled) 

24. (Original) ';The applicator of claim 22, wherein the active substance is a 
decongestant comprising at least one of the following: zinc, oxymetazoline 
hydrochloride, nai)hazoHne hydrochloride, ephedrine, phenylephrine hydrochloride, 
xylomctaxoline hydrochloride, camphor, eucalyptus oil, menthol, and asEulen. 

I 

25. (Original)! The applicator assembly of claim 22, wherein the active substance 
is zinc, 

26. (Currently Amended) The applicator assembly of claim 25 wherein the active 

i 

substance is zino an a sine uomposition oompri s in g-a zinc gluconate oonoontration in a 
range of about 0.$ to about 2.0 wei^t percent. 
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27. (Currently Amended) The applicator assembly of claim 25, wherein the 
active substance is Izinc in a zino compooition oompriaing a bipc concentration in-a 
faftge^f about \5mM 15mM to about 4«ibM 40 mM- 

28. (Original) [The applicator assembly of claim 25 wherein the composition 
forther comprises k least one of a carrier, a thickener, a permeation enhancer, a 
preservative, an emulsifier, and a buffer. 

29. (Original) | The applicator assembly of claim 28 having a carrier comprising 
glycerin. , 

30. (Original)i The applicator assembly of claim 28 having a thickener comprising 
at least one of the! following; glycerin, carrageenan, sugar, guar gum, 
methylcellulose. Jhydroxyethyl cellulose, carbohydrate thickeners, aloe barbadensis 
gel, antiseptics, preservatives, penneation enhancers, sequestering agpnts, buffers, 
and ernulsifiers. : 

3 1 . (Original) The applicator assembly of claim 28 having a permeation enhancer 
comprising at least one of the following: liposomes, sequestering agents, ascorbic 
acid, glycerol, cljitosan, lysophosphotidylcholin, EDTA, and disodium EDTA. 

32. (Original) The applicator assembly of claim 28 having a presei^ative 
comprising at le^st one of a benzalkonium chloride and a benzyl alcohol. 
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33. (Original) t^e applicator assembly of claim 28 having an emulsifier 
comprising at least one of the following: glycerolpolyethylene glycol ricinoleate, fatty 
acid esters of polykhyleneglyool, ethoxylated glycerol, polyethylene glycol, and 
hydroxylated lecit|un. 

34. (Original) bie applicator assembly of claim 28 having an a buffer comprising 
at least one of a tt^onosodium phosphate and a disodium phosphate. 

35. (OFiginal)|A method for delivering a composition to the nasal membrane 

comprising the stfips of : 

providing an appUcator having an elongated stick and a portion at one end 
of the stick contained within an elongated container having an enclosed first portion 
for holding the s^ck, and an enclosed second portion for holding the applicator, 
wherein the app^eateF ■.«r.nnd portion holds a composition having a viscosity between 
about 1,500 to 4(ll,000 centipoise; 

applying force to the elongated container to sever the container and 

separate the firstjand second portions; 

removing the second portion of the elongated container to expose the 

applicator; and : 

applying the composition containing applicator to a nasal membrane. 
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